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CCCCC ity of New Orleans Mayor Ray
Nagin’s Office of Supplier
Diversity has put together a

comprehensive curriculum for small and
emerging businesses.  The forum is
called The Contractor’s College and
consists of 10-12 weeks of strategic
learning topics for those who are inter-
ested in obtaining a contractor’s license
for local and statewide construction
projects.

The program provides close face
to face interaction with “expert” pre-
senters regarding topics such as Busi-
ness Planning Estimating, Bonding & In-
surance, Contractor Licensing, Market-
ing, and other business savvy topics.

Chuck Marceaux, Executive Direc-
tor of the State Licensing Board for
Contractors, has participated in four
training sessions as a guest lecturer in
the series.  Two colleges have already
been completed and the most recent
graduates were recognized at the Uni-
versity of New Orleans, University Cen-
ter Ballroom.  The program has pro-
duced over 70 graduates in the two
program periods from September
2004 to April 2005.  Several graduates
have already obtained state licensing
and many others have applied and will

apply.  Marceaux categorized the first
contractor college “students” as a di-
verse group of entrepreneurs, small
emerging businesses and sole
proprietorships, consisting of men and
women of ethnic diversity and who at-
tended classes faithfully after normal
working hours for 2 to 3 hours, Tues-
day and Thursday evenings for the ten
week course.

The graduates networked with one
another and developed strong personal
and professional business relationships
and referrals for services.  There ap-
peared to be a sense of family com-
radeship among the graduates.  They
were very attentive throughout the
program studies and asked excellent
questions indicating their interest in the
processes and realizing the importance
of the information being taught and
shared.

The program’s success can be at-
tributed to the top-down support of
Mayor Nagin and his professional, com-
petent and hardworking staff.  The fol-
lowing is a list of those staff members
who have their own investment in time
and sacrifice towards success of the
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Top Row:  (L to R):  Jimmie Cascio, Don Descant, Garland Meredith, David Gallo,
Kirk Williams, Bert Wilson, Jonathan Holloway, and Nelson “Andy” Dupuy, Jr.

Bottom Row (L to R):  Art Favre, Tara Brown, Vic Weston, Byron Talbot, Donald
Lambert, Phyllis Adams, and George Crain, Jr.

Chuck Marceaux, Executive Director Joy Evans, Board Administrator
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E Byron E. Talbot is a

man dedicated to better-
ing the construction indus-
try with a servant’s heart.

Talbot has served on
the Licensing Board for sev-
enteen years and was ap-
pointed chairman almost
six years ago.  His vision
as chairman is to continue
to improve the Licensing
Board process and make
the construction industry
a better trade.

His biggest challenges
as chairman has been
making changes to the
testing program.  “We are
fortunate enough to have
Chuck Marceaux, Execu-
tive Director and Joy
Evans, Board Administra-
tor who manage the day
to day business of the
Board,” Talbot said.

Talbot, born and raised
in Thibodaux, Louisiana, on
Bayou LaFourche, has
been in the construction
business since 1975.   He
became interested in the

Byron E. Talbot, Chairman

construction business after accept-
ing a position at Exxon Company,
USA in the production department
where they handled construction.

Talbot started Byron E. Talbot
Contractor, Inc., a heavy/highway
construction firm, in 1976.  In the late
1980’s, he formed B.E.T. Construc-
tion, Inc. (also known as BETCO), a
commercial construction company.

Two of Talbot’s children are in-
volved in his construction business,
and both enjoy working with him.

In Memoriam
Jimmie Cascio

Contractor’s College
continued from front page

Jimmie P. Cascio, an active member
of the Louisiana State Licensing Board
for Contractors for 16 years, passed
away from his battle with cancer, Fri-
day, July 1, 2005 in Bossier City, Loui-
siana.  He was 84 years old.  Jimmie
served on the Licensing Board for Con-
tractors as both a NECA member and
most recently as a member of the
American Subcontractors Association
(ASA).  He was also a former member
of the Bossier Parish Police Jury, a mem-
ber of the National Exchange Club, the
Civitan Club, a member of the
Contractor’s Educational Trust Fund,
the National Electrical Contractors As-
sociation, Deen’s Deputies, a member
of the Board of Adjustments for the
Planning Commission for 20 years, and
U.S. Army veteran of WWII.  His dedi-
cation and commitment to the con-
struction industry and to the citizens
of Louisiana
was sin-
cerely ap-
preciated.
Our deepest
sympathies
go out to his
family and
friends.

Contractor’s College:  Don Hutchinson, Executive Assistant to the Mayor for Economic Development, Rhonda Woods,
Director of the Office of Supplier Diversity, Latifia Carter, Deputy Director of the Office of Supplier Diversity, and the Contractor’s
College Project Manager, Gino Carr, President of Shift 4 Consulting.  Also present for the graduation ceremonies was Johnny
Matthews, Director of Small and Disadvantaged Business Development Programs within the Louisiana Department of Eco-
nomic Development.

Several licensed contractors in the New Orleans area have made contributions by providing presenters for the classes as
well as mentoring some of the students in job training opportunities.  Although underwritten by special grants, each student
made a financial investment in the outcome by paying registration fees for enrollment and have committed to complete the
course work.

It is our opinion that the Contractor’s College for small and emerging businesses has already assisted many small and
emerging business owners and we were glad to do our part in assisting these individuals in an effort to achieve their business
goals.
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State Licensing Board for Contractor Building
Construction Exam Validation Process

The following representatives from Louisiana firms participated as subject matter
experts in the first session of State Licensing Board’s Building Construction Exam
Validation Process held on April 14, 2005:

Chris Stuart, Joffrion & Stuart General Contractors, LLC, Baton Rouge, Louisiana;
Chuck Westerchil, Westerchil Construction Co., Alexandria, Louisiana; Bill Doyle,
Brice Building Co., Inc., Metairie, Louisiana; Sterling Hebert, Hebert Steel Co., Inc.,
Gonzales, Louisiana; Tommy Bulliard, Bulliard Construction Co., Inc., St. Martinville,
Louisiana; Eileen Long, Broadmoor, LLC, Metairie, Louisiana; Clint Graham, Lincoln
Builders, Inc., Ruston, Louisiana; Chuck Descant, M.D. Descant, Inc., Bunkie, Loui-
siana; August Gallo, Gallo Mechanical Contractors, Inc., New Orleans, Louisiana

In the 2004 Legislative Ses-
sion a bill was passed that al-
lowed licensees of the Louisiana
Licensing Board for Contractors
to make voluntary contributions
through the Board to any of the
accredited Schools of Construc-
tion in the state.  The Board re-
vamped its license renewal form
to accommodate that contribu-
tion.

Renewal notices were mailed
in November of 2004 and the
Board is proud to begin forward-
ing those contributions to the
LSU Department of Construc-
tion Management, to the Louisi-
ana Tech School of Construction
and to the University of Louisi-
ana Monroe School of Construc-
tion Management.  Over 350 lic-
ensees made contributions to
the three Schools totaling
$45,000.

LSU’s Construction Industry
Advisory Council began explor-
ing the license fee increase the
year before and in 2004 asked
the Board to consider the vol-
untary legislation.  What’s espe-
cially rewarding about the part-
nership between the Universities
and the Board is that 100% of
the contributions are remitted to
the Schools.  The Board passes
through all the monies the lic-
ensees donate to the various
Schools.

To those licensees that rec-
ognize that the education of our
young men and women at these
Schools are the future of the
construction industry in Louisi-
ana we say thank you and look
forward to even more contribu-
tions next year.

EducEducEducEducEducaaaaationtiontiontiontion
GetGetGetGetGets a Lifts a Lifts a Lifts a Lifts a Lift

Licensing Board Participates in
Louisiana AGC Conference

Executive Director,
Chuck Marceaux, recently
participated in the Louisiana
AGC Summer Conference
held in Destin, Florida.  He
gave an update about the
National Building Construc-
tion Exam Program that
NASCLA, the National Asso-
ciation of State Contractor
Licensing Agencies, has been
developing for the past
seven years.  A panel pre-
sentation of issues relevant
to the construction industry
was comprised of those
shown in the photo.

Speakers at the Louisiana AGC Summer Conference:
Tony Sussmann, FHWA; Steve Sandherr, AGC of
America, Sam Hunter, AGC of America, Courtney Fenet,
Louisiana AGC; Rick Holm, DOTD and Chuck Marceaux,
Licensing Board for Contractors.

Louisiana firms participate as subject matter experts in Building Construction Exam
Validation Process.
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National News

Executive Direc-
tor, Chuck Marceaux,
who also serves as a
member of NASCLA’s
National Exam Stan-
dards Committee was
invited to address the
National AGC Building
Division meeting held
in Memphis, Tennes-
see recently.  The pur-
pose was to inform
the Building Division
of NASCLA’s progress in developing a National Commercial Building Exam which
would allow states to reciprocate with one another to eliminate the need for con-
tractors to take multiple examinations for the building trade exam when perform-
ing work in those states.  In other words, once a contractor’s firm had qualified by
taking a national exam in building construction, other member states of NASCLA
would approve the contractor as having qualified in their state.  This would re-
duce time and cost significantly for travel costs associated with taking multiple
exams.  The meeting was also beneficial to both NASCLA and AGC in that two
focus panels were formed to conduct an independent review of the work per-
formed by subject matter experts involved in the National Job Analysis project
involved in the National Exam project.  In addition, AGC members at the meeting
were solicited to participate in documenting daily log activities while working in the
field constructing an actual ongoing project.  This detail work will go towards
developing the National Building Construction Exam.  The Louisiana State Licens-
ing Board and the 29 other NASCLA member states appreciate the participation
of the National AGC in this worthwhile endeavor.  NASCLA also recognizes the
interest and participation and support of the other National trade organizations
involved in several facets of the program and some of their members are partici-
pating at different levels of the program.

Louisiana’s Executive Director Addresses Building
Division of National AGC

Memphis, TN--June 23 & 24

NASCLA (National
Association of State
Contractor Licensing
Agencies) National
Building Examination
National Job Analysis

The following representatives served
NASCLA as subject matter experts at
its first session of the National Commer-
cial Building Occupational Analysis held
at the Louisiana State Licensing Board
for Contractors office in Baton Rouge
March 31 - April 2, 2005: Tary Carlson,
Ethos Development, Inc., Lake Os-
wego, Oregon; Paul Del Vecchio, Con-
crete and Formwork Group of Florida,
Inc., Boca Raton, Florida; Bill Doyle,
Brice Building Co., Inc., Metairie, Louisi-
ana; Robert Earl, Earl Consulting, Co.,
LLC, Sacramento, California; Theresa
Rosenberg, Theresa J. Rosenberg, Ar-
chitect-Attorney, Raleigh, North Caro-
lina; Michael Stone, Construction Pro-
grams and Results, Washougal, Wash-
ington; Garry Terry, Sundt Construc-
tion, Phoenix, Arizona; Chuck
Westerchil Construction, Alexandria,
Louisiana.

The following Occupational Analysis Ad-
visory Committee was in attendance
during the first session: Heidi Lincer-Hill,
PhD, Chair, NASCLA Examination Stan-
dards Committee, Supervisor of Test
Validation and Development, California
Contractors State License Board;
Charles Marceaux, Member, NASCLA
Board of Directors, Executive Director,
Louisiana State Licensing Board for
Contractors; Leonard Servat, Director,
Application & Examination, Louisiana
State Licensing Board For Contractors;
Representing NASCLA’s National Occu-
pational Analysis’ Contractor, Profes-
sional Examination Service, were
Sandra Greenberg, PhD, VP for Re-
search and Development and Patricia
Muenzen, MA, Director and Develop-
ment.

Executive Director Chuck Marceaux addresses the Building
Division of National AGC

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON NATIONAL NEWS,
VISIT THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF STATE

CONTRACTORS LICENSING AGENCIES’
WEBSITE AT

www.nascla.org
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Louisiana Licensing Board Involved in Developing
National Examination Standards

Phoenix, Arizona--June 27 & 28

Executive Director, Chuck
Marceaux, and Examination Director,
Leonard Servat participated in a work-
ing meeting held in Phoenix, Arizona for
the purpose of developing a National
Examination program for use by the
states in the effective regulation of the
contracting professions.  Louisiana and
29 other states belong to NASCLA, the
National Association of State Contrac-
tor Licensing Agencies.  The Louisiana
Contractor Licensing Board was one of
the founding charter members of the
Organization, whose purpose is to pro-
mote the effective regulation of those
construction firms providing construc-
tion services to both private and pub-
lic users in the United States.  The
NASCLA Standards Committee has
been working since 1998 on a project
entitled, the National Contractor Com-
petency Exam Program.  NASCLA

sponsored a na-
tional survey of all
states who regu-
lated construction in
some aspect in the
area of scopes of
work and identified
23 classifications of
work that resulted in
similar content and
meaning.  From
there, NASCLA de-
veloped a process
for auditing the test
development organizations to NASCLA
standards.  In this way nationwide cred-
ibility, faith and trust, might be given
to such a National Examination pro-
gram.  NASCLA has also underwritten
the cost of developing a National Oc-
cupational analysis for a National Com-
mercial Building Construction Exam.

Board Vice-Chairman, Vic Weston, and Executive Director Chuck Marceaux, will participate along with national
contractor subject matter experts at the second national task force meeting being held in New York City from
August 11-13, 2005.  Both Mr. Weston and Mr. Marceaux serve on NASCLA’s National Exam Standards Committee

responsible for overseeing the development of the
nation’s first National Commercial Building Examination.
The examination is charted to become available in the fall
of 2006.  Construction contracting organizations sup-
port this effort to reduce the redundancy of multiple con-
struction trade testing currently required by regulatory
states.  In principal, a building construction contractor
who takes the National Exam places itself in a position to
not take any additional exam given by a NASCLA state
member.  NASCLA is an acronym for the National Asso-
ciation of States Contractor Licensing Agencies.  This ef-
fort is an economic development issue between states
and should reduce the costs and bureaucracy between
states.

Louisiana Goes to New York to Assist in Developing a National
Contractor Commercial Building Examination

This National Occupational Analysis is
scheduled to be ready to provide to
the interested test development firms
by the end of 2005.  NASCLA antici-
pates the advent of the nation’s first
National Contractor Exam in the fall of
2006.  The construction industry is in
support of the project.

National Exam Subject Matter Experts Going to New York in
August

Industry experts meet to develop a national examination program.
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We have revamped our quarterly newsletter to keep you more
informed of what the Licensing Board is doing for you and its

community.  We hope you enjoy the “new” newsletter.

Wanda Cowsar
Named Employee
of the Year

Wanda Cowsar is officially the Pur-
chasing Agent for the Contractor’s
Board.  However, in 2004, she assumed
a lead role in transitioning our database
to the CAVU Licensure System.  Wanda
had worked in computer operations
from September, 1996 until March,
2003, when she assumed her current
position.

In grateful acknowledgment of out-
standing leadership and exemplary per-
formance during the CAVU Licensure
System transition process, the Louisi-
ana State Licensing Board for Contrac-
tors recognizes Wanda Cowsar as Em-
ployee of the Year, 2004.

THINK
ABOUT

IT

     “ Everyday is        a multiple   choice test we     are given.”
      Dale Brown

        
“If  you

continually serve

yourself, you will

  eventually be

    by yourself.”

         
   Andy

        
Stanley

Byron Talbot, Chairman (left) and Chuck
Marceaux, Executive Director (right)
present Wanda Cowsar with an Employee of
the Year Award.
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NASCLA National Association of State Contractors Licensing Agencies 
P.O. Box 14941  ·  Scottsdale, AZ  85267  ·  Fax (480) 948-4117 

IF YOU NEED INFORMATION ON CONTRACTORS’ LICENSING IN OTHER STATES, YOU NEED

 A COPY OF THE CONTRACTORS STATE LICENSING INFORMATION DIRECTORY

The 2005 edition identifies over 170 state agencies that regulate the construction industry.  The directory summarizes the pre-
qualification, licensing, examination, and bonding requirements.  Information regarding reciprocity, license classifications,
incorporating, and fees is also included.

PLEASE SEND ________  book(s) at $40.00 each $ __________

SHIPPING:  $10.00 for the first book ($3.00 for each additional book) $ __________

TOTAL $ __________

SHIP TO:  Name __________________________________  Firm ____________________________

 Address_________________________________  City ________________  State  ______

 Zip ___________________  Business Phone ____________________________________

METHOD OF PAYMENT:    Check enclosed to NASCLA     Visa      MasterCard      American Express Fax orders to (480) 948-4117

 Card # _______________________________________  Expiration Date ______ / ______

 Name on card (please print) __________________________________________________

 Signature _________________________________________________________________


